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Stoke Prior First School

History Policy

Aims and objectives

In our school, history provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and
how it has evolved by asking key, critical questions. In our school, children consider how the past influences the
present, what past societies were like, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. As they do this,
children develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. We teach children to
understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events
and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving. The teaching offers
opportunities for children to:

e foster an interest in the past;

e  know about significant events in British history, and to appreciate how things have changed over time;

e develop a sense of chronology;

e understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture, and to study some aspects of European history;

e have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world;

e help children understand the diversity of society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their
own cultural heritage and the relationships between different groups;

e develop historical skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation;

e understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources;

e develop the cross-curricular use of history in other subjects;

e beinspired to be creative thinkers.

Teaching and learning style

We want children to think as historians. Our history curriculum comprises of substantive content and disciplinary
knowledge. It is important that pupils are taught both of these elements so that they can recognise each discipline as a
tradition of enquiry. We teach a progressive and effective curriculum which identifies the following key strands:

Substantive Topic (Chronological) ( Substantive )
knowledge strands knowledge awareness concepts

L Historical Disciplinary
Disciplinary strands enquiry concepts

Historical knowledge

Lessons are designed to be varied, engaging and hands on, allowing children to experience the different aspects of an
historical enquiry. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources to develop our critical



thinking and questioning skills. We view educational visits and visitors as an integral part of the history curriculum. We
focus on helping children to understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and teach them to
ask searching questions, such as ‘How do we know?’ “What if...?” about information they are given; equipping the
children to ask perceptive questions, think critically and develop perspective and judgement.

We allow for differentiation by:

e  setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

e  using peer support;

e providing resources of different complexities, matched to the ability of the child;
e adapting teaching to meet the needs of all pupils.

History curriculum planning

Our history curriculum fulfils the statutory requirements outlined in the National curriculum for History.We ensure that
all pupils:

~
know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from

* the earliest times to the present day: how people's lives have shaped this nation and how Britain 7 ~
has influenced and been influenced by the wider world

< Topic knowledge
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient
* civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past
non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 4 N
J/
~ Chronological awareness

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, \_ )
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts,
including written narratives and analyses

Substantive (abstract) concepts
% gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 'empire’,

‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ < J
J/ ( N
gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, Disciplinary concepts
* understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history;
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- L )
and long-term timescales. )
( ™
~
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to Historical enquiry
* make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of T I—
the past have been constructed \ J
J

Links with other areas of the curriculum

» English: Development of reading, writing, speaking and listening skills
» Mathematics: Counting, numbers, data handling, interpretation and analysis skills

> Personal, social and health education (PSHE): Development of self-confidence, understanding of others,
society and its members

» Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development: Provide opportunities to discuss moral questions, or what
is right and wrong

» Computing: Word-processing, finding information on the Internet, presenting information through
PowerPoint, interactive timeline software,

History and inclusion

At our school, we teach history to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. History forms part of the
school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our history teaching, we
provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We do this by setting suitable learning
challenges and responding to each child’s different needs via differentiation. Assessment against the National
Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against ARE (Age Related Expectations).

Assessment for learning

We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in history. Teachers use formative assessment
in the lessons and use assessment trackers for summative assessment at the end of a topic. Teachers also use skill
catchers and knowledge assessment quizzes which can be used at the end of the unit to provide a summative
assessment. Learning objectives and outcomes are shared with the children and regular feedback is given to help guide



their progress. Children are also encouraged to self-assess to make judgements about how they can improve their own
work. Overall attainment is reported to parents through the annual written report.

7 Resources
We have built up a good range of resources to support the teaching of all history units in our school. These resources

are kept in the classrooms they are used in and in a central store. The library contains a good supply of history books.
All classes have access to educational software and the internet to support children’s individual research.

8 Monitoring and review
The coordination and planning of the history curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, who also:

e supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments in history and by
providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

e gives the Headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in
history and indicates areas for further improvement;

e uses specially allocated regular management time to review planning, work scrutiny, pupil voice and to observe
history lessons across the school.
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