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September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to your first Reception Newsletter. The purpose of these letters, is to let you know about
upcoming events specifically for Reception Class as well as further information about whole school
events that may be useful to you, especially if this is your first child in school. We also have our
school newsletter that will keep you up to date with events that are happening for the whole
school, including Reception Class.

We thoroughly enjoyed the summer term transition sessions and are really looking to getting to
know our new class and their parents over the next few days, weeks and months.

Please come and talk to us after school with any questions, concerns or things you want to celebrate about your
child. You can also email the school office office @stokeprior.worcs.sch.uk and a message will be passed to us.
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During the first half term, our theme is "We Are Reception Class'. We'll spend more time getting to know

one another and learning each other's names. The children will be finding out about our classroom and
outdoor area in the first instance and then the wider school and grounds.

We will support the children with their listening skills and learn the good listening rules and those of the
school. The children will have the opportunity to have conversations with one person, in a small group or
the whole class which will help them to practise their listening skills, new words they’ve been taught, as
well as learn more about each other. We will say rhymes and sing songs and also begin our phonics lessons
— which will lead to the children learning how to read! Becoming familiar with the daily and weekly routines
will be a priority for us in Reception Class this half term.

The children will be encouraged to use good manners and reminded to share toys
and take turns in games. They will also practise managing their hygiene needs
independently.

We will also be learning about Harvest and what happens in the season of Autumn.
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Good Listening Rules

Listen to all of the words.
Look at the person who is talking.
Sitting still.

Staying quiet.

Golden Rules

We are gentle
We don't hurt others

We don't hurt anybody's feelings
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Concept Cat is a fun and engaging way
to teach children early verbal concepts,

developing the spoken vocabulary of all

children. We have one focus word each

If you are able to provide a pair of named wellies
that can stay in school, it means your child can
enjoy outdoor learning in all weather.

As the weather becomes wetter, they will also
need a waterproof coat.

week which we teach and then incorporate into our
learning, encouraging children to demonstrate their

understanding by using the word in context.

Children in Reception Class are able to have a piece
of school fruit or vegetable each day — apart from
the first day in a new half term as it hasn’t yet been
delivered. We can’t say what we will have on a
particular day, but we often have: bananas, apples &

Please ensure everything is named, even if the
item is quite unique. If something is lost, it can be
! returned much quicker when it is named. 1

satsumas. You are welcome to provide a fruit or Reception Long Term Plan

vegetable snack for your child if preferred.
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